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   k. MUS 103, American Traditional Music Ensemble, 1 s.h., repeatable 
   l. RPTA 300, Lodging Industries, 3 s.h. 
   m. RPTA 464, Issues and Trends in Therapeutic Recreation, 3 s.h. 
   n. SPA 223, American Sign Language III, 3 s.h. 
   o. SPA 225, Deaf Culture, 3 s.h. 
   p. SPA 325, Teaching Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students, 3 s.h. 
 
  2. Requests for New Minors 
 
   a. American Sign Language 
   b. Emergency Management – Operational (for non-EM Majors) 
   c. Emergency Management – Tactical (for non-EM Majors) 
   d. Emergency Management – Operational (for EM Majors) 
   e. Emergency Management – Tactical (for EM Majors) 
   f. Youth Leadership 
 
  3. Requests for Changes of Minors 
 
   a. Event Planning and Management 
   b. Hospitality Management 
   c. Therapeutic Recreation 
 
  4. Requests for New Options 
 
   a. Applied Meteorology 
   b. Operational Meteorology 
 
  5. Requests for Changes of Options 
 
   a. Early Childhood Education 
   b. Music Teacher Education 
 
  6. Requests for Changes of Majors 
 
   a. Emergency Management 
   b. Dietetics 
   c. Geographic Information Science 
   d. Meteorology 
   e. Recreation, Park and Tourism Administration 
 
  7. Requests for Discipline-Specific Global Issues Designation 
 
   a. ACCT 343, Intermediate Accounting III, 3 s.h. 
   b. ECON 479, Microfinance in Action, 3 s.h. 
 
  8. Requests for General Education Designation 
 
   a. LAS 195, Introduction to the Liberal Arts and Sciences, 3 s.h. 
   b. QS 100, Introduction to Queer Studies, 3 s.h. 

B.  Provost’s Report 

Interim Provost Clow reported that Randy Glean is the new Director for the Center of Global Studies.  He 
reported that there is not much growth current in international students (due to issues with the federal 
government), but a number of international students are taking WIU courses online, and he hopes to see 
that grow.  
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available. Senator Carr noted that a presentation was held in May with Executive Director Nancy 
Latham of the Council of Teacher Education at UIUC at which she discussed the Illinois 
Educator Vacancy Data Report. Senator Carr observed that the Chicago area gets wide attention 
regarding teacher shortages, however, McDonough County tops the graph. 

2. Updated Faculty Senate Meeting Calendar 

Chairperson Pynes mentioned that meetings will be held on the second Tuesday of every month. 
He stated that the December meeting will be held on the 1st, as was this meeting.  

Chairperson Pynes also mentioned that Senator Brice recorded his Distinguished Faculty lecture, 
which Senator Brice said went well and would be broadcasted soon on all appropriate stations.  

III.  Reports of Committees and Councils  

A.  Council on Admission, Graduation and Academic Standards (CAGAS) 
(Megan Owens, Chair, 2020-2021)  

1. Annual Report (Mark Bernards, Chair, 2019-2020) 

Senator Bernards expressed his enjoyment in serving with the council. He reported that the cases 
heard in previous years were comparable to this year. Senator Bernards said he was asked by 
Senator Lauer last year about Academic Integrity reports, which were down from the year before, 
but there was no large uptick this year.  

Senator Bernards reported that one of CAGAS’s major activities last year was to update the 
Academic Integrity Policy to help faculty who deal with violations of the policy. Interim 
President Abraham also requested that CAGAS work on the Admissions Standards Policy, which 
Faculty Senate heard last fall. 

Senator Bernards mentioned that some grading policies for pass/fail were changed due to Covid-
19, as well as revisions to the Grade Change Policy. Concerns with attendance due to students not 
being enrolled in class while occupying class seats for long periods of times were addressed 
through a new policy. Senator Bernards also explained that due to Covid-19 preventing students 
from taking the tests, ACT/SAT scores were discontinued for students above a particular 
threshold.  

Changes to two other polices, the Grade Appeals Policy and the Incomplete Grades Policy, are in 
the works and will likely be brought forward at the October Senate meeting. He explained the 
goal is to make the language consistent between the Grade Appeals and Academic Integrity 
Policies regarding the appeals process; Interim President Abraham requested the review of the 
Incomplete Grades Policy. 

Senator Lauer asked how many MacMurray College students ended up taking advantage of 
WIU’s blanket waiver. Senator Bernards responded that Associate Provost Morgan worked on the 
policy. Associate Provost Morgan said that he did not have numbers now but will check with 
Admissions. [Note: Later in the meeting Interim Provost Clow reported that there were six.] 

Chairperson Pynes expressed his gratitude for the wonderful job Senator Bernards did 
 chairing CAGAS, particularly since CAGAS and the Registrar’s Office had a lot of changes to 
make at the end of the spring semester due to the pandemic. Senator Filipink asked if there was 
any reason for the decline in the re-admission of appeals. Senator Bernards responded that due to 
Covid-19, students were not moved from probation to dismissal; students typically would be 
penalized for doing poorly during spring semester, which may lead to probation, suspension, or 
dismissal, however, due to Covid-19, students were not penalized for their GPAs in spring. 
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B. Council on Campus Planning and Usage (CCPU) 
(TBD, Chair, 2020-2021) 

1. Annual Report (Tom Sadler, Chair, 2019-2020) 

Chairperson Sadler recognized the council members. He said that last fall CCPU addressed the 
issue of fiscal maintenance for the University. He added that, unfortunately, due to budget 
concerns, only a limited amount of maintenance was possible on campus, and taking on new 
maintenance projects has become difficult. 

Chairperson Sadler reported that emergency deferred maintenance money rounded up by the state 
came to $13 million. Chairperson Sadler stated that Troy Rhoads gave CCPU an overview about 
how the funds were being allocated. Chairperson Sadler stated that the roofs for Currens and 
Knoblauch Halls and the Library were completed in Spring 2020, and possibly Simpkins Hall 
will follow, although that is not finalized.  

Chairperson Sadler stated that $2.5 million was allocated to piping in Brown, Morgan and Stipes 
Halls.  Campus chilled water loops had $4.3 million allocated; $3.3 million was allocated to the 
electrical infrastructure, transformers, oils, switches, and cabling. 

Chairperson Sadler reported that there was a $400 million backlog for deferred   
 maintenance, although $28 or $29 million has been allocated over the next six to eight years. 
There are several items on the wish list for repairs, including more for electrical, heating,  solar, 
maintenance, building repair, and upgrade of classrooms. 

CCPU discussed the future Center for the Performing Arts, for which $8.9 million was released 
by the state to re-engage with the architects. Chairperson Sadler said there was discussion for 
bidding this past summer, however he is not aware of the progression of plans. He added that 
there will be no need to add additional parking lots for the building. 

CCPU also had a spring discussion of monitoring cameras on campus, which was a charge from 
the Executive Committee. Information was received from UTech, which Chairperson Sadler 
quoted: “A few years ago, a group of people created a new security camera policy on campus. 
The policy went through all the requirements to get approved but for some reason never got 
posted to the website.” Chairperson Sadler stated that CCPU had planned to continue this 
discussion in Spring 2020, however, due to Covid-19, meetings were cancelled



6 
 

CCPI meetings had to be held via zoom due to Covid-19. He pointed out that there were more 
minors considered last year than in the past few years. 

Chairperson Pynes mentioned that Senate council chairs would have to take over additional duties 
due to the retirement of Ms. Hamm. He stated that in order to make Faculty Senate meetings 
more efficient and to make sure everyone knows when their curricular items will come before 
Senate, CCPI will now come only to the last regularly scheduled Faculty Senate meeting in Fall, 
at which all curricular items will be presented at once, and to the penultimate regularly scheduled 
meeting in the Spring. Chairperson Pynes stated that a schedule for the meetings will be prepared 
by Chairperson Bennett. 

D. Council on General Education (CGE) 
   (Andrea Alveshere, Chair, 2020-2021) 

1. Annual Report (Andrea Alveshere, Chair, 2019-2020) 

Chairperson Alveshere expressed her gratitude to CGE members because she was chosen for 
chair at her very first CGE meeting so had to learn as she went. Chairperson Alveshere said when 
she started, many of the council members were new, so documents were reviewed and different 
discussions took place on issues relevant to General Education. She stated that Senator Carr 
attended the October meeting to provide pertinent information from the IBHE Faculty Advisory 
Council regarding Gen Ed credit hours transferred in. Chairperson Alveshere explained that 
faculty were concerned about the quality of the credit hours and what was being displayed as far 
as work met outside WIU. She said there was good input from the student representative 
regarding the financial motivation for credit hours taken elsewhere.    

Chairperson Alveshere related that Lori Baker-Sperry shared information regarding the 
Assessment of Student Learning Committee. Chairperson Alveshere said CGE was under the 
impression the Higher Learning Commission would visit for the re-accreditation as early as 
February 2020, but that date has been pushed back. There were concerns expressed by CGE 
members that chairs were conducting the assessments in some departments while faculty were 
doing the assessments in others, leading to problems with the feedback loop. 

Chairperson Alveshere mentioned that there were discussions at CGE meetings regarding online 
delivery, which were prompted from different situations. One of the academic advisors expressed 
concern with problems providing the Gen Ed courses needed by fully online students. Most CGE 
members agreed that online delivery was not best for the courses they were teaching. 

Chairperson Alveshere reported that an email was sent to faculty in January asking if they would 
be willing to teach dual enrollment livestream in Fall 2020 to high school students. Questions 
were raised about how this would work. Overall, there were concerns regarding whether the goals 
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declined. Senator Carr stated that when articulating courses by students transferring to WIU, her 
department chair asks faculty within the department to weigh in. The faculty recommend whether 
the course can transfer in as an elective in their discipline and whether they think it counts for a 
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Council for Instructional Technology (CIT)  

Feridum Tasdan, Math/Phil, replacing Kyle Mayborn   2023   A&S 
 

UNIVERSITY COUNCILS AND COMMITTEES: 

Bureau of Cultural Affairs (BCA) 

George Turner, Music, replacing Richard Hughey   2021   At-Large 

Jose Fernandez, English, replacing Emily Hart    2021   At-Large 

Center for Innovation in Teaching and Research (CITR) Advisory Committee 

Donna Wiencek, Mgmt/Mktg, replacing G. Mangalaraj   Fall 2021  B&T 

Lia Petracovici, Math/Phil, replacing L. Barden-Gabbei   2022   A&S 

Honors Council 

Krista Bowers Sharpe, Library, replacing Linda Zellmer   2021 
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A.  Election of Senators to serve on Budget Transparency Committee 
(two senators, one each from ExCo and A&S, to serve two-year terms) 

Chairperson Pynes stated that the Senator Lauer will serve as the ExCo representative for the Budget 
Transparency Committee. There was a self-nomination for Senator Dimitrov to represent A&S for a two-
year term. 

B.  Election of Committee on Provost and Presidential Performance 
(five senators, to include one Executive Committee member, to serve one-year terms) 


